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The  Nebraska  NEWSLETTER  is  the  non  profit  publication  of  the  Nebraska 
Numismatic  Association.  Articles  are  solely  the  views  of  the  authors. 
Your  questions,  suggestions  and  articles  or  advertising  are  advidly 
solicited. 

N.N.A.  Editor:  Steven  C.  Drake 
6411  No.  77  St. 

Omaha,  NE  68134 

News  Letter  Advertising 

The  newsletter's  advertisements  are  not  just  limited  to  coin  related 
advertisements.  If  you  have  a  business  or  just  want  to  put  your  name 
in  the  newsletter  as  a  booster,  you  are  welcome  to  do  so.  Please 
provide  ready  made  copies,  since  we  are  very  limited  in  doing  art 
work.  There  is  a  ZS%  discount  if  you  advertise  in  four  consecutive 
issues. 
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FROM  THE  DESK  OF 

THE  PRESIDENT 


Greetings  from  eastern  Nebraska. 

I  hope  the  holiday  season  was  a  safe  and  happy  one.  It's  so 
important  to  pass  on  those  family  traditions  to  our  children. 

Coin  Collecting  is  a  great  way  to  teach  them  history  and  financial 
responsibility  as  well  as  having  a  good  time. 

I'd  like  to  briefly  address  the  responsibilities  a  member  has  to 
their  local  club.  New  members  and  young  collectors  are  the  future 
of  any  club.  So  share  your  excitiement  with  those  around  you. 
Also,  the  officers  of  your  local  club  are  not  the  only  workers. 
They  have  many  activities  you  may  not  be  aware  of,  so  pitch  in 
with  moving  the  chairs  or  making  the  coffee  or  whatever  may  need 
to  be  done.  It's  your  club!  You  make  it  work.'  God  bless 


Gary  Nicholson 
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(FREE) 

COIN  SHOW 

NEBR.  NUMISMATIC 
ASSOCIATION 
ANNUAL  SHOW  &  CONV 


MAY  S-S,  1990 
SAT  9-5  SUN  10-4 


U.S.  COMMEMORATIVE  SILVER  HALF  DOLLARS 


U.S.  Commemoratives  are  unique.  One  would  be  hardpressed  to  fine 
another  coin  series  that  so  beautifully  links  us  with  our  rich  past,  or 
that  holds  such  bright  promise  to  rewaurd  us  in  the  future. 

This  extraordinary  series  was  bom  in  I892,  when  the  United  States 
broke  with  tradition  and  began  minting  limited-issue,  silver  half  dollars 
to  commemorate  great  events  and  figures  in  American  history. 

The  result  was  one  of  the  rarest,  most  fascinating  and  profitableof 
all  U.S.  coin  series. 

Magnificent  silver  coins  were  created  to  immortalize  our  national 
heroes,  our  bold  discoveries  and  our  grand  celebrations.  Marching  across 
the  dazzling  silver  faces  of  these  commemoratives  are  the  pilgrims,  pa¬ 
triots  and  presidents  who  built  America  from  a  raw  wilderness. 

These  legends  of  history  live  on  today  in  U.S.  Commemorative  Silver 
Half  Dollau*s...a  coin  series  that  provides  both  the  collector  aind  the 
investor  with  uncommon  advantages. 

EXTREMELY  LOW  MINTAGES.  Approximately  two-thirds  of  the  U.S.  Com¬ 
memoratives  have  mintages  under  30*000  coins.  Original  mintages  are  so 
small  that  fewer  than  2,000  people  in  the  entire  world  could  ever  own  a 
complete  U.S.  Commemorative  Half  Dollar  type  set  in  any  grade. 

LOW  SURVIAL  RATE.  A  surprisingly  high  percentages  of  these  issues 
were  either  circulated  or  mishandled,  making  investment-grade  specimens 
far  scarcer  than  even  their  low  mintages  would  indicate. 

GROWING  D0JAND.  In  recent  years,  U.S.  Commemoratives  have  exploded 
in  popularity.  Each  commemorative  coin  program  -  such  as  the  U.S.  Mint's 
Olympic,  Statue  of  Liberty,  Constitution  and  Congress  commemoratives  has 
attracted  coxintless  new  collectors  and  investors  to  this  fascinating  area. 

As  demand  grows  and  supplies  of  U.S.  Commemoratives  then  dwindle, 
prices  should  continue  to  rise  significantly. 

A  RECORD  OP  REMARKABLE  PROFITABILITY.  In  recent  years,  prices  of 
U.S.  Commemoratives  have  risen  strongly  in  response  to  greater  investor 
demand,  with  some  issues  more  than  doubling  in  value.  The  impressive 
record  of  profits  continue  to  attract  more  collectors  and  investors,  and 
places  greater  upward  pressure  on  prices. 

ENDLESSLY  INTRIGUING.  The  great  variety  of  themes,  breathtaking 
beautiful  designs  and  highly  detailed  rendering  featured  in  U.S.  Commem¬ 
orative  Silver  Half  Dollars  have  made  it  the  most  popular  American  coin 
sereies  after  the  Morgan  silver  dollar. 
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With  your  initial  acquisition  of  U.S.  silver  commemoratives ,  you 
will  begin  to  share  the  deep  satisfaction  and  continual  delight  these 
coins  have  provided  Americans  for  generations. 

STILL  EASILY  AFFORDABLE.  Despite  their  impressive  profit  per¬ 
formances,  the  prices  of  most  U.S.  Commemoratives  are  still  well  within 
reach  of  coin  buyers.  But  because  of  therir  rapidly  growing  popularity 
with  investors,  the  opportunity  to  build  an  affordable  set  of  high  quality 
commemoratives  may  diminish  in  the  near  future. 


The  above  article  was  taken  from  information  distributed  by  Blanchard 
and  Company,  Incorporated,  2400  Jefferson  Highway,  Jefferson,  LA  70121- 
3835.  1-800-877-7633. 


DID  YOU  KNOV/?  Federal  Reserve  banks  destroyed  5-9  billion  worn-out  bills 
in  1988 — paper  currency  of  all  denominations — totaling 
more  than  $47  billion.  If  you  ironed  all  those  bills  flat 
and  tacked  them  in  neat  piles  on  a  football  field,  they 
would  cover  the  field  to  a  depth  of  about  5  fee. 

One  cent  coins  were  the  only  denomination  ever  struck  for 
Prince  Edward  Island. 

There  are  128  Federal  Reserve  index  numbering  stations  on 
each  overprinting  press. 

Burnside  Bridge  is  on  the  reverse  of  the  Battle  of  An- 
tietam  commemorative  half  dollar. 


Thomas  Jefferson  appears  on  three  denomination  of  federal 
notes;  on  the  5  cents,  25  cents  and  $2. 

■M-*****************#****************-************************************* 
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The  hottest  value  guide  in  the  hobby  - 
It’s  yours  in  the  NEW  News 

For  more  than  13  years.  "Coin 
Market"  has  been  the  most 
respected  value  guide  In  the 
hobby  the  standard  by 
which  all  others  are  measured 
As  an  integral  part  ol  the  NEW 
News,  you'll  find  It  better  than 
ever 

It's  vital  information.  And  it's 
part  of  your  weekly  package  -  to 
help  you  buy  and  sell  coins 
successfully. 
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Dept.  EV7,  700  East  Stale  St.,  lola  W1 54990 


SPECIAL  OFFER 

13  Issues,  lust  $4.95 
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GRAND  ISLAND  COIN  CLUB 


BUY— SELL  — TRADE 

January  6-7, 1990 

Saturday  and  Sunday:  10  a.m.  to  5  p.m. 

Riverside  inn  Motel 
3333  Ramada  Road 

Grand  Island,  NE 

FREE  ADMISSION 


SHOW  CHAIRMAN  —  MARVIN  LUKE  —  BOX  44  —  FARWELL,  NE  68838  —  30S3388265 


WHY  CHINESE  CASH? 


«« 


by  Ivan  Florine 

are  the  characteristics  of  Chinese  cash? 

Let’s  first  study  the  shape  of  this  coin.  There  is  an  external 
round  shape  and  a  central  square  hole.  There  are  several  explanations 
for  these  facts.  As  you  know,  the  Chinese,  more  than  our  Western 
ancestors,  have  always  given  importance  to  religion.  Many  legends 
have  a  mystical  aspect.  The  different  elements  of  nature  play  impor¬ 
tant  roles  in  the  daily  life  of  the  Chinese.  The  sky  and  its  elements 
explain  quite  a  lot  of  things.  Do  not  forget  that  calendars  are  based 
on  the  cycles  of  the  moon  and  the  sun.  The  external  round  shape  of 
the  cash  represents  the  sky. 

What  about  the  square  hole?  In  order  to  establish  a  link  between 
the  celestial  elements  and  the  human  beings,  something  must  represent 
the  latter.  What  can  better  represent  them  than  the  planet  they  are 
living  on?  Do  not  forget  that  to  westerners  it  is  not  so  long  ago 
that  we  learned  athat  Earth  is  not  flat  but  spherical.  The  square  re¬ 
presents  our  blue  planet.  A. world  map  is  well  represented  by  a  rec¬ 
tangle  on  our  walls,  so  this  is  not  as  crazy  as  you  may  think.’ 

Well,  you  say  that  life  is  and  was  not  ruled  by  religion?  You 

are  right!  People  cannot  forget  that  these  strange  pieces  of  metal 
have  to  be  made.  In  order  to  understand  the  technical  aspect,  let’s 
first  see  how  the  metal  has  been  turned  into  a  cash.  You  must  be  aware 
that  we  are  not  in  the  20th  Anno  Domini  but  hundreds  of  year  before 
Christ.  At  that  time  the  marvelous  machines  that  we  have  now  certainly 
did  not  exist.  The  coins  are  not  minted  but  cast.  They  poured  out  the 
metal  infusion  into  a  two  sided-mould.  One  mould  for  one  cash? 
Certainly  not!  They  usually  worked  on  a  tree  basis.  Consider  am  apple 

tree  with  its  fruit.  The  trunk  and  the  brances  are  the  canals  through 

which  the  metal  infusion  goes,  and  the  apples  are  the  future  cash. 

V/hen  the  apples  are  ripe  they  are  removed  from  the  tree.  It  is  exactly 
the  same  with  the  cash;  when  the  liquid  metal  has  turned  back  into  a 
solid,  vie  can  open  the  double-sided  mould  and  take  out  the  tree  with 
its  fruit.  The  fruit  is  plucked.  Of  course,  the  shape  of  the  cash  is 
not  as  round  as  it  should  be,  so  the  coins  have  to  be  corrected  by 
filing.  How?  A  metallic  stem  was  introduced  through  the  central  hole 
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and  then  the  cash  were  filed.  If  the  central  hole  were  round,  what 
would  happen  during  this  operation?  The  coin  would  turn  and  no  good 
could  be  done.  If  the  hole  has  a  square  shape  it  prevents  the 
coin  from  turning  with  the  movement  of  the  file.  This  is  the  technical 
reason  for  having  a  square  central  hole  and  not  a  round  one! 

For  large  payments,  many  cash  were  needed.  To  be  sure  to  receive 
the  correct  amount,  the  seller  would  have  to  spend  time  counting  the 
thousands  of  cash.  To  make  things  easier,  the  Chinese  decided  to  use, 
generally,  strings  of  1,000  cash  for  more  important  sums.  This  is  a 
practical  use  of  the  hole.  Another  use  is  that,  as  we  saw  above,  the 
Chinese  are  quite  superstitious.  It  was  a  custom,  and  it  is  still  one 
in  some  villages  in  Taiwan  nowadays,  that  at  each  birthday  a  cash  was 
given  to  the  child,  starting  at  his  birth.  In  order  to  bring  luck  and 
to  preserve  him  against  evil,  the  child  had  to  wear  them  at  his  neck. 

Our  description  of  the  sharape  of  the  cash  would  not  be  complet  if 
we  do  not  speak  about  the  rims.  As  you  know,  a  coin  travels  a  lot  as 
its  main  purpose  is  to  be  a  way  to  get  something  you  do  not  have.  When 
you  travel  a  lot,  you  are  tired.  When  a  coin  travels  a  lot,  its  good 
condition  becomes  bad,  so  by  friction  parts  of  the  coin  are  removed  and, 
in  general,  the  coin  becomes  lighter  auid  lighter.  This  is  a  normal  ex¬ 
planation  to  the  loss  of  weight  but,  unfortunately,  it  is  not  always 
the  case!  As  the  value  of  the  coin  is  mainly  given  by  the  metal  it 
contains,  dishonest  persons  decided  to  remove  some  of  the  metal  in  or¬ 
der  to  make  new  coins.  This  phenomenon  has  existed  everywhere  on  Earth, 
and  that  is  why  there  are  edges  bearing  inscriptions,  lines,  stars,  etc. 
As  something  had  to  be  changed  in  oreder  to  protect  the  coins  in  a  bet¬ 
ter  way,  the  Chinese  created  a  little  outer  rim  and  a  little  inner  rim 
(because  steading  the  metal  coulc  be  done  from  the  inner  part,  too, 
due  to  the  presence  of  the  hole). 

The  above  article  was  taken  from  THE  JOURNAL  of  the  Pacific  Coast 
Numismatic  Society.  Number  20  —  July  1989*  The  Pacific  Coast 
Numismatic  Society  can  be  reached  by  writing  to  6l0  Arlington  Avenue, 
Berkeley,  CA  94707 
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For  further  information,  contact:  J.  ROGER  BOLZ 


5860  Seward  402  466-7328 

Lincoln,  NE  68507 

8'  TABLES  $12.00 
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FFtEMONT  COIN  CLUB;  The  club  held  its  Christmas  meeting  Dec.  I6th, 
club  members  brought  sweets  and  goodies  to  enjoy. 

OMAHA  COIN  CLUBt  The  club  had  its  30th  annual  coin  show  in  October, 
over  500  people  attended.  Kristine  Drake  took  Best  of  Show 
honors  for  the  Young  Numismatists  with  her  Roman  Coin  Project 
exhibit,  while  Ray  Skinner  won  Best  of  Show  for  the  Adults  with 
his  Coins  of  India  exhibit.  The  club  held  an  YN  auction  at 
its  holiday  meeting  December  15th. 

SANDHILLS  COIN  CLUBt  The  club  had  over  225  people  attend  its  coin 
show  in  July.  The  club  held  a  picnic  at  its  September  meeting. 
Phil  Schweitzer  was  elected  President  for  the  coming  year 
while  Don  Zum  is  Vice-President  and  Clark  S.  Will  is  the  Sec¬ 
retary-Treasurer. 

WAHOO  COIN  CLUB I  The  club  held  a  coin  show  in  October  with  Kristine 
Drake  winning  Best  of  Show  for  the  Young  Numismatist.  Steven 
Drake  won  Best  of  Show  for  the  Adults,  and  Jim  Jasa  won  the 
People’s  Choice  Award.  The  club  held  a  potluck  dinner  at  its 
December  meeting  and  a  white  elephant  auction  for  a  fund  raiser 
for  the  Young  Numismatist  activities. 

ATTENTION  N.N.A.  MEMBERS 

Article  V,  Section  1,  of  the  constitution  sates  that  the  Pres¬ 
ident  shall  call  for  nominations  of  officers  to  appear  in  the  Janu¬ 
ary  issue  of  the  newsletter.  This  year  the  office  of  President, 
First  and  Second  Vice-President  positions  must  be  filled.  Please 
send  all  nominations  to  Secretary-Treasurer  Elmer  G.  Nelson,  P.O. 

Box  683,  Sutherland,  NE  69165.  All  nominations  should  be  mailed 
to  Elmer  by  March  1,  1990* 

******************************************************************* 

FUTURE  NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION  CONVENTIONS: 


1990  . Lincoln,  hosted  by  the  Lincoln  Coin  Club 

1991  . North  Platte,  hosted  by  the  Plattle  Valley  Coin  Club 

1992  . Fremont,  hosted  by  the  Fremont  Coin  Club 


******************************************************************* 
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The 


Membership  in  today’s 

American  Numismatic  Association. 


One  Numismatic  Investment 
%u  Can’t 
Afford  To 
Overlook! 


1  Receive  the  indus- 
•  try’s  premier 
monthly  magazine.  THE 
Nl'MlSMATIST.  Each  issue 
is  packed  with  news,  infor¬ 
mation.  and  regular  features 
written  by  renowned 
numismatists. 


2  Save  on  low-cost,  compre- 
•  hensive  insurance  for  your 
collection.  Here's  coverage  you'd  be 
hard-pressed  to  obtain  on  your 
own-at  any  price. 

3  Access  by  mail  the  world’s 
•  largest  numismatic  lending 
library.  Over  30.000  reference 
items  are  available  to  members  for 
just  the  cost  of  postage  and 
insurance.  ANA  library  staff  will 
conduct  comprehensive  research  of 
its  numismatic  material. 

4  Sharpen  your  numismatic 
•  .skills  at  A.\A  seminars. 
E.xamine  and  study  museum  pieces 
for  research  purposes  when  you 
visit  the  A.NA’s  nationally-acclaimed 
museum  in  Colorado  Springs. 

5  Members  are  offered 

•  unbiased  grading  and  certi¬ 
fication  through  American 

Numismatic  Association 
Certification  Service 
••ilv.  (ANACS).  Knowledge 
gained  from  this  service 
js  u.seful  in  combating 
counterfeiting  and  over- 
grading  of  numismatic  items. 


T.'iis  of  thousands  of  collectors  are 
members  of  today’s  ANA.  They  aspire 
to  the  highest  numismatic  standards.  In 
return  they  share  a  wealth  of  benefits, 
knowledge,  contacts  and  buying  p<jwer. 
Srr  can  you! 

Join  the  American  Numismatic 
Association 


6  Earn  rewards  up  to 
.  $5,000  each.  ANA 
pays  when  you  supply 
information  leading  to  the 
arrest/ conviction  of  persons 
responsible  for  numismatic  crimes 
committed  against  ANA  members. 


7. 


Expand  your  numismatic 
knowledge  with  ANA  publica¬ 
tions.  Choose  from:  “Reference 
B<K)k  of  the  Month  Club";  FIRST 
STRIKE,  a  quarterly  publication 
written  for  beginning  collectors:  and 
selected  reference  articles  reprinted 
from  THE  NUMISMATIST. 

8  Make  contact  with  local 
•  coin  clubs  and  numismatic 
specialty  groups.  Borrow  audio¬ 
visual  programs,  obtain  certificates 
for  club  speakers  and  exhibitors, 
all  free  of  charge. 

9  Save  on  professional 
•  photographic  services. 
Members  can  utilize  ANA's  custom 
lab  and  expert  .staff  at  substantial 
discounts. 

1  A  conventions  are  free 

JLU .  to  all  members.  TVvice 
a  year,  coin  collectors  from 
all  over  the  world  enjoy 
meeting  old  friend.s.  making 
new  ones,  competing  for 
award.s.  buying,  selling, 
and  talking  numismatic.s. 
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Shop  at  home  through 


catalog. It's  chock-full  of  interesting 
and  useful  numismatic  products 
that  will  help  you  enjoy  the  hobby 
to  the  fullest. 
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ANA  members  enjoy  ex¬ 
ceptional  discounts.  Save 
on  publications,  educational 
seminars,  insurance  coverage, 
photographic  services,  hotel 
accommodations,  car  rentals,  tours, 
and  much  more. 

American  Numismatic 
Association 
818  North  Cascade  Ave. 

Colorado  Springs. 

CO  80903-3279 


SEPTEMBER  1&2,  1990 


FREE  ADMISSION  HOSTED  BY:  OMAHA  COIN  CLUB 


8th  Annual 


wn-mi  nAK  TOKSNSMSMismue 


{Location: 

Ramada  Inn  Airport 

Abbott  Drive  &  Locust 
Omaha,  NE  68110 

I  Rooms; 

1  (800)  272-6232 
1 1402)342-5100 

(  $43  /I -4  per  room) 


Show  Information: 

Steven  C.  Drake 
c/o  Omaha  Coin  Club 
P.O.  Box  1003 
Omaha,  NE  68101-1003 
(402)  571-5421 


TOKENS-MEDALS-MORE 


Postcards,  Coins,  Currency,  Old  Stocks,' 
Bonds, , Bankchecks ,  Poker  Chips, 
Doggie  Tags,'  MORE,  MORB,  MORE!  J 


BUY-SELL-TRADE 


I  Hours: 

SAT.  9-6 
SUN.  9-4 

Auction; 

SAT  8  PM 


12. 


Membership  Application  Form 


NEBRASKA  NUMISMATIC  ASSOCIATION 


(Please  Print) 

Name _ 

Address _ 

City _ 

State  _ Zip  Code  _ 

Date  of  Birth _ 

(If  under  18  years) 


Q  Regular  membership  is  $2.00  per  year 
•or  $5.00  for  five  years 
Life  membership  is  $35.00  after  three 
^  years  of  regular  membership 

* 

SEND  TO;  Elmer  G.  Nelson 

Secretary/Treasurer  N.N.A. 
P.O.  Box  683 
Sutherland,  NE  69I65 
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